
From: Weiler, Katherine
To: Brown, Leah; Murchie, Peter
Subject: RE: For Your Review- Ex-USS Independence
Date: Thursday, January 26, 2017 11:00:33 AM

Leah,
Thanks for your quick turn-around!
The write up is internal talking points for the front Office of Water.
Below is what was sent forward.

Katherine
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Uniform National Discharge Standards (UNDS) Issue in Region 10 – Hull Cleaning of the Ex-USS
Independence:

On January 25th (yesterday), the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, Washington Environmental
Council, and the Suquamish Tribe submitted a 60 day notice of intent to sue the U.S. Navy
under the Clean Water Act alleging the discharge of pollutants to Sinclair Inlet is in violation of
the CWA requirement to obtain a NPDES permit. 

The U.S. Navy is currently performing the vessel hull cleaning of a large
decommissioned/inactive aircraft carrier in Puget Sound. Vessel hull cleaning operations have
the potential to introduce copper, zinc, invasive species, as well as other continents of
concern into the waterbody . The waterbody where the ship is located (Sinclair Inlet) is listed
under CWA 303(d) as impaired for numerous metals, including copper and zinc.
EPA Region 10 first became aware of the cleaning on November 1, 2016, when the Region was
approached by the Suquamish Tribe. At that time, EPA Region 10 reached out to the Navy to
obtain additional information on the cleaning. A number of offices at HQ (OGC, OWOW,
OWM, OECA, OLEM-Federal Facilities) have been involved and are working with the Region.
Region 10 sent a letter to the Navy on January 20, 2017 expressing concern regarding the
Navy’s assessment of the potential environmental impact and the Navy’s approach for
monitoring and sampling. The letter also asks for additional information on the cleaning and
indicates that the cleaning is likely subject to CERCLA and state law requirements.

From: Brown, Leah 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 1:29 PM
To: Weiler, Katherine ; Murchie, Peter 
Subject: RE: For Your Review- Ex-USS Independence
Hi Katherine,
Thanks for the opportunity to review. I’m on a call right now, but I wanted to get back to you as
quickly as possible with my brief feedback. As you know, 

(b)(5) attorney-client

(b) (5)
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I assume this write-up is for internal purposes – can you confirm?
Thanks,
Leah

From: Weiler, Katherine 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 10:11 AM
To: Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Murchie, Peter <Murchie.Peter@epa.gov>
Subject: For Your Review- Ex-USS Independence
This was due an hour ago so your quick feedback would be greatly appreciated!

Leah, Just in case Peter did not reach you by phone… he asked that I send the language below
to you for review. J
Thanks!
Katherine
UNDS Issue in Region 10 – Hull Cleaning of the Ex-USS Independence:

On January 25th (yesterday), the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, Washington Environmental
Council, and the Suquamish Tribe submitted a 60 day notice of intent to sue the U.S. Navy
under the Clean Water Act alleging the discharge of pollutants to Sinclair Inlet is in violation of
the CWA requirement to obtain a NPDES permit. The U.S. Navy is currently performing the
vessel hull cleaning of a large decommissioned/inactive aircraft carrier in Puget Sound. Vessel
hull cleaning operations have the potential to introduce copper, zinc, invasive species, as well
as other continents of concern into the waterbody . The waterbody where the ship is located
(Sinclair Inlet) is listed under CWA 303(d) list as impaired for numerous metals, including
copper and zinc.
EPA Region 10 first became aware of the cleaning on November 1, 2016, when the Region was
approached by the Suquamish Tribe. At that time, EPA Region 10 reached out to the Navy to
obtain additional information on the cleaning. A number of offices at HQ (OGC, OWOW,
OWM, OECA, OLEM-Federal Facilities) have been involved and are working with the Region.
Region 10 sent a letter to the Navy on January 20, 2017 expressing concern regarding the
Navy’s assessement of the potential environmental impact and the Navy’s approach for
monitoring and sampling. The letter also asks for additional information on the cleaning and
indicates that the cleaning is likely subject to CERCLA and state law requirements.

Katherine Weiler │ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Vessels, Marinas, and Ports │ (202) 566-1280 │weiler.katherine@epa.gov
Oceans and Coastal Protection Division │Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds
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